17/10/06

A Thuismitheoirí, a Chairde, 
Scoil Bhliain Nua: 

I look forward to your co-operation and support, so that our pupils progress steadily and happily through the excellent All-Irish education provided by our staff.  There will be times when we may have to make contact with you during the year regarding Gaeilge, schoolwork, behaviour, incidents/accidents where children are hurt (three contactable back-up numbers are required by teachers for emergencies),incidents where children are offended or may have caused offence.  We ask for your support, help and assistance in all school matters, in the best interests of all the pupils in the school.   Parental concerns may be discussed with the class teacher by appointment only arranged by Rúnaí na scoile.

REMINDERS: 1.  No Birthday Invitations to be distributed in school.

2. Homemade Christmas cards only. 3.NO WHEELIES-SHOES IN SCHOOL.

4. No YU-GI-OH/Other cards allowed.  5. No  body diving/sliding allowed in the halla.  6. All pupils are expected to appreciate and respect all school property.  7.  WALK AT ALL TIMES around the building on paths provided, and no running on slippery grassy slopes allowed.(Safety).

Dátaí Tabhachtach:  AGM Coiste na dTuistí  19/10/06 ag 7:30pm. sa scoil.

  Clár Físe:  Turas ag Rang 4 chuig an Helix, DCU 19/10/06 “Seán na Sagart”.

Comhghairdeas agus Buíochas le gach oide agus ranga a rinne an-obair anuraidh leis an tionscnaimh seo, R6 Pádraig/R3Conall/Rang Gearóid/Acmhainne.

Lá na hEolaíocht:  Halla na scoile 15/11/06 Foireann agus páistí ag obair agus foghlaim le Foireann agus Mic-Léinn GMIT faoi stiúr an tUasal Stiofán Ó hAnnáin.

Coirmceoil agus Aonach na Nollag 20/12/06, ar an gCéadaoin, am le socrú.

UMBRA CLOTHING COLLECTION: CANCELLED!! (Profit-making company)

SCHOOL HEALTH SCREENING: Nurse Nuala Ó Hora (9042217-094) in school on 19/20/23 October, 2006, for Rang Naí. Shinsir, Rang 2 agus Rang 6.

Cruinnithe Aon le hAon/Parent Teacher Meeting: 19/2/06 sa halla.

Clár RSE/OCG:  Oideachas Chaidrimh Gnéis/Relationship and Sexuality Education ar fáil mar cuid den ábhar OSPS  curtha ar fáil ag an tUasal Cathal Ó Ceithearnaigh do bhaill an Bhord, foireann agus tuistí  Rang 6 ar an 30/5/07 8-9:30pm, agus ar fáil do pháistí agus tuistí Rang 6 ar an 6/6/07 8-10pm.                                                                  

Seirbhísí Eaglasta: An Chéad Fhaoistinn  R2..le socrú Mí Eanair. 

 An Chéad Chomaoineach Naofa R2  13/5/07 12:30pm.                                     

 Gaeilge:  Tús maith, leath na hoibre!  It is vital that all parents support our pupils, by speaking our native language at home, in the school grounds, on route to and from the school, and on all school occasions for continued Gaelscoil success. Speaking Irish takes practice, effort and courage for parents;  it is natural, and easy for our pupils. We are delighted that parents/pupils have a grá for the language. We know that children have the natural capacity to become fluent in any number of languages from birth up to the age of seven years of age. Bain úsáid as do chuid Gaeilge!  Labhair í! It has always been our policy that all children speak Gaeilge from the time they enter geata na scoile until they exit.  We expect this Rial Scoile to continue, and we do realize that it takes effort and time. We wish to remind everyone connected with the scoil, and especially those dropping-off and collecting children to actively speak the amount of Gaeilge that they have, so that confidence and greater fluency can be built up over time.  Any help necessary is available by request.  Gabhaimid buíochas le gach duine a úsáideann an Ghaeilge, agus iarraimid ar gach duine iarracht mhór a dhéanamh chun ár atmasféar Ghaelach a choinneáil agus a laidriú.  Is ar mhaithe le líofacht gach páiste sa scoil gur cóir tacú leis an rial tabhachtach seo. Féach Leabharlann/Library/Foclóir Geddes & Grosset Irish English Dictionary,Buntús Foclóra Gaeilge. Ranganna Gaeilge (three levels) are available for adults by booking through Conradh na Gaeilge (094-9022444). Ranganna Gaeilge(Lr,M,H Levl)ag tosnú 18/10/06 Scoil Raifteirí8-9pm 

Dia Dhuit!  (jea gutch), Dia is Muire duit!  Cén chaoi’ ina bhfuil tú?  (K he will tu)  Tá mé go maith, go raibh maith agat.  Cá bhfuil do mhála? Slán agus Beannacht.etc DEÁ-SCÉALTA: Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann 2006 Leitir Ceanainn:  We are all proud of the County/ Connaught/All-Ireland participation of  our pupils in the Labhairt na Gaeilge competitions. 20 participants from the whole country including the Gaeltacht areas give their opinions/converse in Irish in front of audience/perform a poem/story. We wish to invite pupils now to think seriously about entering the competition for 2007, tosaigh ag labhairt agus ag cleachtadh, as it is an excellent preparation for oral Irish Exams/interviews.   Comhghairdeas to the pupils for participating in 2006, to their parents, and to all staff-members.   Comhghairdeachas le Cillian Scott (R3) Sorcha Ní Mhuirí (R4)  Laura Ní Mharcaigh (R5), Pól Mac Donncha (R6), Art Ó Súilleabháin (R6), agus Antaine Mac Suibhne (R6) as bheith páirteach i gCraobh na hÉireann, agus le gach páiste eile a chuaigh chuig chraobh an Chontae agus craobh Chonnachta; Maeve Ní Mhuirí (R2), Éabha Ní hAnnagáin (R3), Ciarán Mac Meanman (R4), Cáit Ní Readacháin (R4), Eoin Ó Maolchiaráin (R4), Siún Ní Dhomhnaill (R6), Seán Ó Baoill (R6), Caoimhe Ní Mhathúna (R6). “An tsíol a cuirtear sa Earrach, baintear san Fhómhair”.                                                                                                                                             

Obair Iontach agus Comhghairdeas le Páistí páirteach, sna comórtaisí  i   Mosney  i rith an tSamhraidh, sa Chomórtas Lúthchléasaíocht, Peil Ghaelach, Snámh, Damhsa, agus gach comórtas eile, Credit Union Art Competitions, Tidy Towns, Dora, etc.  Maith an obair!  
Don Bhliain Seo Chugainn/The School Year Ahead  2006-2007

Co-operation between all drivers will benefit everyone using the car-park.
1. Carr-Chlós na Scoile/School Carpark Safety:  Táimid an-bhuartha faoi sabháilteacht na bpáistí sa charr-chlós.  Níl aon duine ag iarraidh timpiste. We are concerned about the safety of our pupils in the car park. We do not want to see any child knocked down, hurt, disabled or fatally injured due to lack of care and consideration.  Site works, barriers, paths are necessary. New Car-Park Plan is available for viewing on the notice board in the school.  Until the new car-park is completed we are asking and reminding all patrons to use extreme caution when entering and exiting our grounds.  Please do not block up the entrance gate for drop-off purposes.  Parking is prohibited in the yellow box area except for School Buses Collection.  Proceed forwards towards the exit gate in order to drop-off children.  Staff-members cars only are permitted to park at the barrier side of the car-park, and at least three bus spaces are reserved for the child pick-up times opposite the exit gate.  Staff-members ensure that there is a space for children to walk safely along the metal barrier into the main school building.  Train your child to walk along this barrier . To ease the pressure in the mornings, at 1:30pm and at 2:30pm we ask all parents to drop-off and pick-up children from Senior Infants-Rang 6 at the Bike Shop gate/Geata Siopa na Rothair.  Some children from those classes are being collected and dropped-off in the carpark rather than at the Bike Shop gate, which is causing jams both inside and outside the entrance gate.  Some drivers are abandoning cars, vans,  jeeps,trucks, etc. in order to escort the child to and from the class.  Some drivers are holding up all traffic at peak times by making right-hand turns out of the exit gate. Some drivers have been verbally abusive when asked for a little co-operation in the interest of safety.  Some drivers are parking their cars in front of our emergency exit gate located beside the Bike Shop.  Children may be dropped off at the Bike shop gate, and walk safely to their classroom in the morning. Children collected by car are asked to remain safely inside the gate to be collected in the afternoon at 1:30/2:30pm.    Children using bus transport are reminded to behave well on the bus.  Children  using transport are asked to wait in the school grounds inside the gate for the bus, and are reminded that they may not bring money to school to buy items at shops before school or after school times. Children awaiting transport may not leave the grounds unless parents have an arrangement.  Children who are walking home are asked to leave the grounds promptly and go home/babysitters promptly. In the interest of safety, we urge all adults not to abandon car/young child/children in the car/carpark area.  At present, available car spaces are reserved for pick-up, and drop-off parking only, and for those on official school business.  Young children must not be allowed to roam freely through this area, we insist that people hold hands, and that drivers drive through slowly and carefully. 
2. Important Points for all pupils and Parents:  Please refer to Dialann Scoil Raifteirí , for all School Rules, Guidelines and Procedures. Éigeanáil/Grey Emergency forms should be completed for every pupil and given to Múinteoir Ranga ASAP.  Keep the class teacher and school informed of all changes of address, with at least three emergency back-up numbers.  Keep Holidays and Full School Calendar leaflet at hand for referral during the year. School Half-Days occur at the beginning of Christmas, and Summer holidays.  Staff meetings, planning and course days (Revised Curriculum) are necessary staff inservice days which will benefit every child. All parents will receive notification so that arrangements can be made in time. It is school policy that children are collected on time, by parents, babysitters, bus drivers.  It is unfair to leave children waiting and uncollected as they get upset.  Teachers are not covered by insurance to drive children home.  Notice of Staff Meetings are put in the Málaí Scoile, and all parents are asked to check the mála daily (Monday-Thursdays) for any “NÓTA” especially in the case of the younger children.  Parents who wish to receive the NÓTA SCOILE by e-mail may do so by including the address on the Emergency Form. The parents of the children in Rang 1-6 will be informed by a nóta in the Dialann Scoile/School Diary,  and reminders of events etc. will be included there also for your attention.  Dialann na Scoile is used as a link between home and school, Absence forms, Lateness/Appointment forms should be used.

Deá-Bhéasaí/Good Conduct:  Good behaviour, active listening skills, manners are expected to be shown to parents, teachers, peers, visitors and on all school occasions.

Obair Bhaile/Homework:  homework must be completed by the child, checked and signed by the parents daily from Monday-Thursday for Rang Naí.  Shinsir-Rang 6.  There is no homework for children in the Junior Infant Classes until Jan. 2006. 

Uniform and track Suits need to be labelled, please label all items including coats as soon as possible to avoid accumulation of mislaid items.  Labels can be ordered from the Uniform Shop, 4 Wynnefield Rd.  Rathmines, D8 or from www.my nametags.ie.  A laundry pen/biro could also be used.  Full School Uniform or Full School track Suit must be worn at all times, unless otherwise notified.  

3. Amantaí Scoile:The school is open to receive pupils at 8:50am.  No responsibility is accepted for pupils arriving before that time. Classes commence daily at 9:00am Classes end each day at 1:30 for Junior and Senior Infants, and at 2:30 for Rang1-6.  Ensure children are on time. Latecomers disrupt the class.  Parents who wish to have their children escorted home should make their own arrangements to have them met at the school gate.  The Junior and Senior Infants Classes may be collected in the School Grounds at 1:30pm.  The school cannot accept responsibility for looking after children after school hours, therefore please collect children on time.

4. Clarú/Enrolment for School Years Ahead: 2007/08.  In order that all prospective brothers/sisters, half-sisters/brothers are enroled, I am asking you to make contact with me by letter by 20/10/06 including the vital details; Ainm an Pháiste, Dáta Breithe DOB, Definite Confirmation of School Year placement for your child, any concerns/resources which may apply to your child. Original Birth Cert and Baptism Cert (if applicable)must be included, and will be returned to you asap.  As we have long waiting lists of new families requesting places, people need to know asap. about availability of definite places in the Junior Infant Class for 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10, 2010/11. It is also very important that I am informed promptly in writing should any family be leaving the Castlebar area/county due to career/other reasons etc.  this information is required asap. during the course of the school year.   

5. Imeachtaí Scoile: As the school has developed at a fast pace, severe pressure has come to bear on school funds.  Fundraising events have been a vital necessity since the foundation of the school.  We appreciate the attendance of at least one parent/family member/friend to support events organised. Cúntaisí Scoil Raifteirí 2005/2006 (1/9/05-31/8/06) is attached for your information. Contributions/donations/sponsorship is appreciated and every effort is made to ensure that all money raised is spent well in the interest of our pupils and school.  Teachers, pupils and parents appreciate this valuable support since 1983.  Míle Buíochas.
6. Billí Scoile/School Bills:                                                                                                        i. Book Bills have been issued in June 2006…..payment by October 25, 06.

ii.  Swimming Bills:  I Child……….€32……..payment by October 25, 06

                             2 Children……€42      3 Children+….€50

                    This covers eight lessons per child plus bus hire.

Heating Contribution/Síntiús Teasa: €30 per family. 

All Payments may be made by putting the exact amount in an envelope with the child’s name, nature of payment and class  printed on the outside.  It may be sent to school with the eldest child to be delivered to Padraigín, Rúnaí na scoile, who will issue a receipt which the child may bring home.   

7. Ranganna Damhsa/Dancing Classes:  Classes are provided throughout the year every Friday @ €2/€4 family by Bernadine, Louise Cresham and Thelma Rigney.  It is a valuable service and we appreciate their work. As we are an All-Irish school, we insist that all children participate. It is good exercise, training, co-ordination!

8.   Parents are asked not to interrupt any class.  Teaching time is invaluable.  In the              event of an emergency contact can be made through Príomhoide/Runaí.

     Coinnithe/Appointments:  Should any parent wish to discuss a problem regarding     their child in school please make an appointment by phoning Rúnaí na Scoile Pádraigín Heyl..phone 094-9024700. 

i.          Make an appointment in order to discuss the problem with the class teacher.        

ii. Should the parent/teacher wish further discussion, make an appointment to see the Principal and teacher concerned in the Principal’s Office.  

iii. Should  steps i/ii as stated above be entered into, and where problem remains needing further discussion,  we ask that that the problem be stated in a signed letter format to the Chairperson, Board of Management. 

8. Suggestions/Moltaí:  All parents are welcome to put forward their ideas with their name/phone numbers in writing, and drop them into the oifig.  We welcome your input, and also your suggestions regarding our school.  We would also welcome contributions of all educational toys of good quality, Jigsaws, Board Games for rainy days etc.  for our classrooms.  

9. Suíomh Idirlíon Scoil Raifteirí/Scoil Raifteirí’s Website:  Please check in on our school website organised by Múinteoir Gearóid.  School news, events, paintings, projects, pictures of the children/school can be viewed with regular updates at the following:   www.castlebar.ie/education/scoil_raifteiri/
10. Lón Sláintiúil/Healthy Lunches/Recycling:  Our school healthy lunch policy has been in operation since the foundation of the school. It is for the benefit of the pupils.  Bíodh lón sláintiúil ag gach páiste, ceapaire/torthaí/píosa cáise/yogurt beag/agus deoch i mbuidéal plaistic le barr air.  Caithfidh gach páiste an lón iomlán a itheadh, agus an fúilleach a thabhairt abhaile.  We expect all children to eat healthy lunches, to bring the proper amount, and to eat all of it. We are advising all parents to explain to their children that a chicken/beef/lamb/salad/egg/ham/cheese/banana sandwich on brown bread is the healthy choice for school lunch. Brown scones/cream crackers/digestive/rich tea biscuits may be eaten should children not eat sandwiches. Unfinished lunches must be brought home, as parents can monitor what is being eaten, thus eliminating wastage.  Your support is appreciated so that this policy can be beneficial for healthy pupils, parents, staff and school.  Send lunches that the children eat at home, little lunches for little ones, and bigger amounts for older children.  Encourage fruit, meat slices, vegetables, sandwiches, yogurts, fruit juices,   Cans/tins of fizzy drinks, glass bottles, lollipops, crisps, nutella, chewing gum, popcorn, bars, peanuts, or anything in a coloured wrapper is not allowed in school. Prohibit E’s!  Ensure that your child has a healthy diet, breakfast, dinner, tea.  Curb sugar and salt intake. 

11. School Rolls and Absences of pupils:  Rollaí na Scoile agus Aslathaireachtaí na Daltaí Scoile: .i.   All absences of pupils for 20 days+ must be notified to the acting CEO of the National Educational Welfare Board by law. (See Letter attached).

ii. Parents must be made aware of this Act, and the obligations of the school board, and the implications for all parties.               

                  iii.    The Welfare Board are notified of pupils at risk, as non-attendance at       school over a period of time constitutes neglect. 

12. Guidelines and Procedures for Child Protection and Welfare:  Treorlínte agus modhanna Imeachta do Chosaint leanaí agus a Leasa:  Tá na treoracha seo curtha ar fáil do gach scoil ar mhaithe le leanaí a chosaint.  The Dept.of Ed. and Science has introduced Guidelines and Procedures for all schools in relation to Child Protection and Welfare. These guidelines promote the welfare of children and are to be welcomed.  Consequently, if there is a matter of concern in relation to the neglect/abuse of children we are obliged to report this matter to the local Health Board.  They will assess the case and provide the necessary support for the child concerned.  Seminars for all schools to inform them have been held and this is by way of notification to parents of the procedures that operate under Children First  Guidelines. Child abuse consists because of one or more of the following:

(1) Neglect:  Where a child’s need for food, warmth, shelter, nurturance and safety are not provided, to the extent that the child suffers significant harm.  Absence of pupils for 20+days in a school year must be notified to the Welfare Board.  The NEWB shall be notified of pupils at risk as non-attendance at school over a period of time constitutes neglect.

(2) Emotional Abuse:  Where a child’s need for affection, approval, and security are not being met and have not been met for some time by their parent/carer.

(3) Physical Abuse:  Where a child is assaulted or injured in some way that is deliberate.

(4) Sexual Abuse:  Where a child is used for the sexual gratification of another.

13. Déanaimís ceilliúradh faoi iarracht gach duine:  we celebrate the efforts of everyone! Tá nós mhaith againn sa scoil aitheantas pearsanta a thabhairt do gach duine maidir lena niarrachtaí o thaobh imeachtaí scoile dhé, ag am tionóil gach Luan.  The efforts or achievements of any person  may be inadvertently ommited from our nótaí scoile, however, all staff members do their best to recognize all efforts, participation and achievements at our weekly Tionóil Scoile/School Assembly.

14. Sláinteachas agus Glantachas Pearsanta/Health and Personal Hygiene:  Parents should check their children’s heads weekly for any sign of headlice or nits, and also any sign of threadworms.  Parents should ensure that:*children eat healthy homemade lunches/meals*get adequate fresh air and 10-12 hours sleep*TV, Playstation, Video/computer viewing is minimized during the school week*children change underwear/socks daily, and keep finger and toe nails cut short.  All parents of children participating in games, sport or dancing, especially in ranganna 3-6 are asked to insist that their children do not wear any jewelry/glasses, shower and learn to use soap, water and roll-on deodorants.  Spray deodorants are forbidden in school.

15. Cleachtadh Ceoil/Music:  Ceol is part of the school Curriculum, and children in Ranganna 3-6 practice marching tunes on the feadóg stáin for Banna Cheoil na Scoile in preparation for the St.  Patrick’s Day Parade.  The children from Rang 2 will be leading the band with pom-poms and some older children will also play melodicas, drums, lyras as well as flag and banner carrying etc.  Banna Cheoil Scoil Raifteirí has been participating in the parade for 20 years.  It is a great achievement and honour for the children, so please encourage your child to practice the tunes in preparation.  Lean ar aghaidh leis an gcleachtadh ceoil. We encourage children to learn poems, songs that can be performed at local Feiseanna agus Fleadhanna.

16. Imeachtaí Scoile/School Activities:  

(1) Damhsa:  gach Aoine  €2 an cheachta.  Rang Naí. Shinsir-Rang 6.  Naíonáin Shóisir ag tosnú tar éis na Nollag/Jr.  Infant Classes commence after Christmas, le Múinteoirí Bernaidín, Louise agus Thelma. 

(2) Snámh:  8 Seisiún (30 nóim.) Rang 2-6 sa linn snámha gach Luan/Aoine.

(3) Feadóg Stáin:  Múinteoir Ranga Rang 2-6. Tiúnacha don Pharáid 17/3/07.

(4) Iománaíocht:  Rang 1-6,  le Múinteoir Ger White gach Deardaoin/Luan.

(5) Iodálís:  Rang 5/6 le Múinteoir Gearóid.

(6) Riamhairí:  Naíonáin-Rang 6, le múinteoirí ranga.

(7) Cór agus Grúpa Cheoil:  Múinteoirí Conall, Gearóid, Pádraig.

Ranganna Seach-Churaclaim/Extra/Optional Curricular Activities:

(1) Scilleanna Peile do Bhuachaillí agus Cailíní:  I ngeall ar obair atá le déanamh leis an bpáirc ní bheidh aon thraenáil tar éis scoile ar feadh tamaill.

(2) Ceachtanna Piano gach Máirt agus Deardaoin le Múinteoir Celine Monaghan 086-3365103, €10 an cheachta, Rang 3-6. Clarú ó Rang 1-2.

(3) Ceól Ghaelach:  Múinteoir Nollaig Kilkenny (094-9366816) gach Céadaoin €30 don téarma, Rang 2-6 ag seomra 12, am lóin.

Please Return: Grey Emergency form to class teachers; Prospective Enrolment of family members for my attention. Enc:1.Féilíre 2.Cúntaisí Scoile 3.Oíche EolaisRSE 29/11/06 

Coinnigh an teolas seo don bhliain reatha seo, agus is fiú go mór úsáid a bhaint as  Dialann na Scoile.  I hope that you will find this newsletter informative and useful.  Please keep this information, any additional Notaí Scoile, and the School Diary at hand  for this current year.  Mo bhuíochas le Art Ó Súilleabháin/Bord Bainístiochta, Máire Uí Shúilleabháin/Nóirín DeBúrca/Foireann iomlán na scoile, Sandra Uí Chormaic/Coiste na dTuistí, agus le páistí agus tuistí iomlán na scoile don comhoibriú.    “Ní neart go cur le chéile!” 

Beir Bua agus Beannacht, 

Máire Treasa Uí Dhálaigh(Príomhoide)

